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Sermon on Phil. 3, 12. 


St. Paul spoke the words of our text with his eyes fixed upon 
a great prize—the resurrection of the dead. That was the mark 
toward which he pressed, the goal which he longed to reach. At 
the thought of that glorious day, which would see him rise from 
the dead, his soul took fire and his heart beat high with heavenly 
longing. Listen how fervently he speaks of the prospect: ‘‘I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found 
in Him, .. . that I may know Him and the power of His resurrec- 
tion, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable 
unto His death; if by any means I might attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead.’’ Can we hear these words and not be carried away 
with the fervency of their hope? — But what was it in the resurrec- 
tion that attracted Paul? He spoke of that resurrection which 
Christ, the mighty Conqueror of death and the graye, will give to 
those who fall asleep trusting in Christ’s death and resurrection; 
that life of perfect joy, perfect glory, and perfect happiness to which 
the believer in Christ shall awake on the great day of resurrection. 
The very thought of that glory and that perfection of his being 
filled Paul with contempt for all earthly advantages and with long- 
ings for heaven. 

But Paul did not so intently gaze up into heaven as to forget 
that he was still on this earth. Having pointed to the prize toward 
which he pressed, he goes right on, here in our text, to tell us that 
he has not yet attained it, that he is not yet perfect: ‘‘Not as though 
I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus.’’ Just so it is very important that every Christian 
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should ever remember that he has not yet attained, that our present 
condition is one of imperfection. Many errors might be avoided, 
many bitter disappointments might be spared us if we never lost 
sight of what the Holy Scriptures tell us of 


THE IMPERFECTIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN’S EARTHLY 
CONDITION. 


Of these we will speak now, and answer these two questions: 
I. Which are the chief imperfections of the Christian’s earthly 
life? and 
II. To what should their consideration move us? 


iG 

One of the chief imperfections of the Christian’s earthly life 
St. Paul mentions in the 13th chapter of his first epistle to the 
Corinthians, when he says: ‘‘We know in part, and we prophesy 
in part.’’ In these words St. Paul points out to us the fact that no 
Christian’s knowledge of divine things is perfect. Even Paul, the 
inspired apostle, could not have answered every question concern- 
ing God, God’s providence, and the plan of salvation. It is not 
God’s will that we should now know all things about Him. There 
are quite a number of questions about God and His ways and judg- 
ments which God will not answer for us here. His letter to us, the 
Bible, is silent on them. Allow me to exemplify this. We know 
that a last day is going to dawn upon this earth, the day of judg- 
ment; God has told us that. But we do not know when that day 
will come, ‘‘for of that day and that hour knoweth no man.”’ God 
has never told us. So we say our knowledge here is imperfect—a 
part we know and a part we don’t know. Again, we know who has 
created us; God is our Creator, the Bible tells us. We also know 
who led us into sin and corrupted us; the devil did that, the Bible 
tells us. But if you ask, ‘‘Why did God permit Satan to do it?’ 
we tell you that we do not know, God never told us that. Many 
‚ more instances of our imperfect knowledge could be mentioned, but 
let these suffice. All that we need to know in order to be God’s 
children here, and heirs of heaven, God has told us in the Bible, 
and there we may learn it; but still there is much that is hidden to 
our earthly vision, much that is a mystery to us, and Christians 
often have cause to say with the apostle: ‘‘O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
His judgments, and His ways past finding out! For who hath 

known the mind of the Lord?”’ 
Another imperfection which troubles the Christian here in this 
life is his imperfect obedience to God’s Law. It is true, a believing 
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Christian is not a lost sheep straying along his own self-chosen path 


- of sin. Ofevery Christian is true what Christ says of all His sheep: 


“They follow me.’ Every Christian is an imitator of God, and 
tries to walk in Jesus’ footsteps, but in no case is his life a perfect 
imitation, or a perfect walking in Christ’s steps. Just as a faithful 
pupil strives to write like the copy before him, but yet never reaches 
its exactness, and very often writes very unlike the copy, so it is 
with the life of a Christian. He follows Christ, but it is a weak, 
halting, faulty following, marred by many missteps and sidesteps. . 
Not one of us can say even for a day: ‘‘I have attained! I am per- 
fect!’”’ Everyone of us must rather come before God each day, pray- 
ing: ‘‘Forgive us our trespasses.’? Aye, the Bible tells us that we 
are carnal, sold under sin, and that in us, that is, in our flesh, dwell- 
eth no good thing. To will is often present with us, but how to per- 
form that which is good we find not. Oh, this is a most painful im- 
perfection of the Christian, that he must daily bewail his sin and 
confess: ‘‘I have not yet attained, I am not yet perfect.’ What 
ugly stains has disobedience left upon the lives of the saints! Moses, 
Abraham, Jacob, David, Peter, Thomas, and if there be any other 
whom we recall from Bible history, they each and all defiled their 
garments with sin. And God has taken care to have the very sins 
of His beloved children recorded, to impress upon us the truth that 
there is not a man on this earth that doeth good and sinneth not, 
but that we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags. If the best of us compare our best works with the 
demands of God in His holy Law, we will find that never yet have 
we obeyed God perfectly. When a man is converted and turns to 
God, in true repentance and faith, then his sins are all perfectly 
forgiven and blotted out instantly by the pardon of God, but the 
converted Christian does not as yet become sinless in his life. Jus- 
tification is instantaneous and perfect at once, but sanctification, per- 
sonal holiness, is of gradual growth and is never perfect in this life. 

But there is still another imperfection in the Christian’s earthly 
condition, that is his imperfect blessedness or happiness. A Chris- 
tian has much reason to be happy and to rejoice. He is of all men 
most blessed. He has and receives daily and richly forgiveness for 
all sins. He can sing: ‘‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities.’’ Moreover, the 
Christian can take all his cares and anxieties to God as unto a lov- 
ing Father. God hears the Christian’s prayers, He has promised 
him: ‘‘Ask, and it shall be given you.’’ He has given the Chris- 
tian the solemn promise: ‘‘Call upon me in the day of trouble, I 
will deliver thee.’’? Tell me, has not the Christian much cause to 
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rejoice, ought he not sing hymns of praise and thanksgiving morn- 
ing, noon, and night? His name is written in the book of life, the 
Savior is preparing an eternal mansion for him in heaven, he has 
his Lord’s promise that he shall never want, neither here nor here- 
after. Certainly of all men, the Christian is the most blessed and 
happy person on this earth. He has good cause to sing: 

O that I had a thousand voices, 

A mouth to speak with thousand tongues! 

My heart which in the Lord rejoices 

Then would proclaim in grateful songs 

To all, wherever I might be, 

What great things God has done for me. 


And yet, my friends, the Christian’s happiness is imperfect as 
long as he dwells in this vale of tears. Remember, he has a cross 
to bear, he has many a bitter cup to drink, many a weary step is 
his upon a thorny path. He does not escape chastisement, fiery 
trials, persecution, fightings, fears, and tribulation. Poverty, sick- 
ness, slander, disappointments, losses, the deaths of dearly loved 
relatives and friends, will pain as a thorn in the flesh. The Bible 
speaks much of the sufferings of God’s children. David often 
speaks of his sorrows, Moses complains of his burdens, Rachel 
weeps over her children, the prophets bewail the misery of their 
people, all Israel laments its captivity. Paul cries out, ‘‘O wretched 
man that I am!’ Peter tells all Christians that they were called 
unto patient suffering. And all Christians know by experience that 
the words of the Lord were fulfilled when He said, ‘‘Ye shall weep 
and lament.’’ God has promised us fullness of joy, but this per- 
fection of happiness will be ours only in heaven. As long as we are 
on the pilgrimage through the desert of this world we must be con- 
tent with rejoicing in hope, and continue patient in tribulation, nor 
think it at all strange if bitter tears and a heavy cross is our portion 
in this life. 

You see, we have not yet attained, we are not yet perfect. Our 
chief imperfections are those of knowledge, of righteousness, and of 
blessedness. 

Ih 

Now to what should this consideration move us? 

There are not a few who allow these considerations to sadden 
their hearts and depress their spirits. They imagine heaven and 
all its perfection ought to be found here on this earth. Some are 
therefore disappointed in the Christian religion. Because the Bible 
does not solve all mysteries, they refuse to believe any of its doctrines ; 
because the Christian’s life is not one of perfect holiness, it appears 
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to them no better, but rather worse, than the life of the unbeliever; 
to them every sin of the professing Christian is a proof of his hypoc- 
risy. Because the Christian still suffers in this world, and is not as 
yet delivered from all evils, these people consider the lot of the Chris- 
tian not one whit better than the lot of the unbeliever. The im- 
perfections of the Christian’s condition on this earth seem to these 
people sufficient reason to take a very hopeless view of the Chris- 
tian religion, and to reject itas a whole. They are offended at Christ 
because He does not meet their views of a savior. 

Others allow fanaticism to carry them away so far as to express 
the hope that these conditions of imperfection are not to last on this 
earth. In the face of the clear Word of God, and in spite of daily 
experience, they assert that a Christian can attain perfection al- 
ready in this world. Some teach that a Christian can attain perfect 
holiness of life right here, if he but will. Others (e. g., the Chris- 
tian Scientists) declare that there is no imperfection except in mor- 
tal mind, or in the foolish imagination of man. Others, still, point 
with a fervent hope, worthy of a better cause, to the great ‘‘millen-- 
nium’’ yet to come, when the Christian will enjoy perfect heavenly 
bliss on this earth. 

Pitiable indeed would be our lot if we allowed the consider- 
ation of our imperfections to affect us in such a manner. No, the 
thought of our imperfect condition as pictured to us in God’s Word 
is to move us rather to that humble confession made by St. Paul 
in our text: “I have not yet attained, I am not yet perfect!’’? Our 
imperfect knowledge is to keep us humble scholars of God’s Word, 
that at Jesus’ feet we may learn to know better and better those 
truths which He teacheth, be content to know no more for the pres- 
ent, and hope for that blessed day, when we shall know even as we 
are known. 

Our faults, weaknesses, and sins are to move us to daily sincere 
contrition and repentance, that daily our hearts and lips may con- 
fess our sins to God, and pray and plead for pardon. The knowl- 
edge of our transgression is to make us hungry and thirsty for the 
pardon of God, it is to drive us to seek forgiveness in the precious 
Word of our God, and in that blessed sacrament, wherein our Lord 
gives us His flesh to eat and His blood to drink as an assurance of 
our justification in heaven also. And the cross, the tribulations, 
and the sorrows of this vale of tears are to fill us with a true and 
heartfelt longing for heaven and its perfect joys. Our woes are to 
make us ever more ready to leave this sinful world, and to say with 
St. Paul, ‘‘I have a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is 
far better.’’ 
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St. Paul did not settle down into a lazy self-satisfaction, content 
to live in sin, and excusing his disobedience with the assertion of 
the Christian’s imperfection. Whoever allows this to be the effect 
of the Bible’s teaching, to him it will be a savor of death unto death. 
No, St. Paul indeed humbly confesses: ‘‘Not as though I had al- 
ready attained, either were already perfect,’’ but he also adds: “But 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus.’’ St. Paul did most heartily deplore 
his weakness and shortcomings, and pressed, with all his powers, 
toward that perfection for which Christ Jesus had intended him, for 
which Jesus had apprehended him, taken hold of him, and toward 
which Jesus was carrying him on. St. Paul would not rest satisfied 
unless here already he saw himself approaching nearer and nearer to 
that coveted goal of perfection. ‘‘I follow after,’’ says he. St. Paul 
did strive, press, and run for that glorious perfection of all his being 
in body, soul, and mind, which Jesus held out to him as the prize 
of his life. Just so we should not allow sloth, carelessness, and in- 
difference, or the love of ease, to make us self-satisfied and content 
with our present condition; we should rather gird up the loins of 
our mind, lay aside every weight, and run the race that is set before us. 
With ever new zeal, earnestness, and devotion we should follow on, 
and strive to approach closer and closer to the goal, to grow in grace 
and in knowledge, to advance in holiness, and to serve God with 
singleness and joy of heart. 

One fruit of a salutary consideration of the Christian’s frailty 
St. Paul does not mention here, but he speaks of it in many other 
places in his epistles; it is love for our imperfect brethren and sis- 
ters in Christ, patience with their weakness, and willingness to cover 
their faults and to forgive their failings. Let us never forget that 
if we could see ourselves as others see us, we would also see many 
things in ourselves that require patience and a forgiving mercy in 
others, to bear with us, and to forbear. Let us never forget that 
many Christians know and painfully feel their weakness, fight and 
pray daily also against their old Adam, and yet, they are often, 
against their will, overtaken in a fault. Let us then deal kindly, 
charitably, and mercifully with our erring fellow-Christian. Let us 
put the best construction, upon all his actions, and aid him all we 
can to follow after, that he also may apprehend that prize for which 
he has been apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

.May God grant us grace, that we may never be lifted up with 
pride to claim a perfection here, which none of us possesses, but 
may we ever humbly recognize our ignorance, folly, sin, and mis- 
ery, confess our transgressions unto our heavenly Father, and pray 
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Him to grant us His precious and powerful Word to strengthen us 
in our upward struggle, in ourrace and battle, till, with all the saints 
made perfect in light, we may reach that highest and best of all prizes, 
the perfect image of God in heaven, perfect knowledge, righteous- 
ness, and blessedness. Then, face to face with our perfect Lord, 
knowing even as we are known, in the fullness of joy at His right 
hand, in the company of angels and saints made perfect, we shall 
sing His praises who has led us on, through the imperfection of this 
world, from strength to strength, unto the eternal and perfect glory 
of His heavenly kingdom. Amen. MS 


Anniversary Sermon: 
Ps. 126, 3. 


In Jesus Cnrıst DeArLy BELOVED FRIENDS, ESPECIALLY 
My DEAR CONGREGATION :— 


It is not a common every-day occurrence on account of which 
we are gathered together here to-day in such large numbers, and on 
account of which every heart beats with joy and every countenance 
beams with gladness. No; it is a special occasion, an occasion 
fraught with special interest and causing special joy and thanks- 
giving. ‚We are to-day celebrating the tenth anniversary of the 
organization of our congregation. Ten years ago to-morrow twelve 
men, released by the Immanuel German Lutheran Church, organ- 
ized themselves into an English Evangelical Lutheran congrega- 
tion. Small was their number, and great was their task. But, 
trusting in the Lord, they went to work with a will, and the Lord 
withheld not His blessing. Though meeting with disappointments 
great and sore, though encountering obstacles and difficulties un- 
expected and unlooked for, though experiencing, like Paul, ‘‘fight- 
ings and fears within, without,” yet they labored on, and their labor 
was not in vain. Our church, our Sunday school, our congregation 
to-day, shows what has been done. The Lord has crowned our 
work with success. The grain of mustard seed sown ten years ago 
has become a strong and mighty tree, a tree which has extended its 
branches into a distant city of another state. 

Of a truth, we have reason to say in the words of Paul: “The 
Lord hath done exceeding abundantly above all that we asked or 
thought!’’ We have reason to say with Samuel of old: ‘‘Ebenezer. 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.’’ We have reason to say with 
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the Psalmist in our text: ‘The Lord hath done great things for us: 
whereof we are glad.’’ Yea, these words of the Psalmist are the 
keynote of our joy to-day. Dwelling upon them, our subject is: 


OUR JOYFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT ON OUR TENTH ANNIVERSARY. 
It is: 
I. The Lord hath done great things for us. 
II. We are glad. 


I. 


The Psalm from which our text is taken celebrated the return 
of the Church from the Babylonian Captivity. The Church of that 
time was in bondage; it did not enjoy religious liberty; the mem- 
bers could not worship God according to His Word and the dictates 
of their conscience. But the Lord delivered the Church and re- 
stored to it religious liberty. And what the Lord did for the Church 
of that time the Psalmist expressed in the words: ‘‘When the Lord 
turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with sing- 
ing: then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done great 
things for them.’’ And he added: ‘The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad.’’ 

My brethren! a similar great thing the Lord has done for us. 
Whilst in other countries Church and State are often united and 
the State often interferes in religious matters, we have been enabled 
to organize a congregation independent of the State, and have en- 
joyed religious liberty. We have worshiped God according to His 
Word and the dictates of our conscience unmolested and undis- 
turbed by men. This seems such a natural, common thing that we 
are prone to overlook what a great gift of God it is. But suppose 
for a moment that the government had interfered with our worship, 
or that we had been persecuted because of our faith, where, O where, 
would our church, our congregation be to-day? Hence is it not a 
great thing which the Lord hath done for us that He granted us 
religious liberty, that He permitted us to worship Him according 
to His Word and the dictates of our conscience unmolested and un- 
disturbed by men? Ah! indeed itis! O let us not forget it! 

Another great thing which the Lord did for His Church of old 
was to give it His Word as the true and only foundation of faith 
and comfort. Standing on that foundation the Psalmist said: ‘‘Thy 
Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Thy tes- 
timonies are very sure, they are my delight and my counselors.”’ 
And the prophet said: ‘“Thy Word was unto me the joy and re- 
joicing of mine heart.’’ 
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Even so God has given us His Word as the right, true, and 
proper foundation of our faith, hope, and comfort. True, also we 
Lutherans regard reason as a great gift of God. We, too, rejoice 
because of the progress that has been made in the arts and sciences. 
But we know that in religious matters reason is blind, and that rea- 
son cannot answer the most important questions that a man desires 
to have answered. Reason cannot tell us who the true God is, how 
we may come to Him, whence this world is, whence man came, 
what our relation to God is, or what is in store for us beyond the 
grave. On these questions reason is silent. Hence the foundation 
of our faith must be, not reason, but Scripture; not the writings of 
the worldly-wise, but the writings of the apostles and prophets; 
not the word of man, but the Word of God. Now, when our con- 
gregation was organized it planted itself in its Constitution firmly 
on this foundation: ‘The canonical books of the Old and New Tes- 
taments.’’ And oh, is not this a great thing which the Lord hath 
done for us that He laid for our faith and hope this solid founda- 
tion: His eternal, unchangeable Word? 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word; 


What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 


True, when our congregation was organized, it accepted also 
the Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church and called itself 
Lutheran, but it accepted those books only as a correct explanation 
of the Word of God and not as inspired books; and it called itself 
after Luther, not as believing in Luther, but as believing in the Word 
of God which Luther cleansed from popish dross and preached again 
in its truth and purity. The Lutheran Church is the true Bible 
Church, and the motto of every truly Lutheran congregation is: 
“The Word, the whole Word, and nothing but the Word.” And 
is not this a great thing which the Lord hath done for us that He 
laid for our faith and hope this sure foundation: His pure Word? 

Being built on this foundation, we have the right comfort, the 
comfort which poor sinners need. Every man needs comfort, for 
every man has a conscience that accuses and condemns him and 
tells him that God is angry with him because of his sins. Every 
man, therefore, who would be saved must know how he may be 
reconciled to God and have his sins blotted out. But what comfort 
is there in a saying like this: ‘‘Fear not! you have always tried to 
be good and have always tried to do what is right!’’ for where is 
the man who has always been good and has always done what is 
right? Or what comfort is there in advice like this: ‘Be good! 
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Keep the commandments! Then you shall be saved!” for who can 
keep the commandments as God would have them kept, and who 
can be as good as he ought to be and as God requires him to be? 
No; such a comfort is built on a wrong foundation; such a comfort 
is builton sand; such a comfort leads men into eternal damnation. 
Our comfort is: ‘‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever.’’ Our comfort is: ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.’’ Our comfort is: ‘‘God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.’ Our comfort is: ‘‘Come now, and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.’? Our comfort is: ‘‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’? Our com- 
fort we express in words like these: 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness: 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 


On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 


Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 

’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
Tis life, and health, and peace, 


He breaks the power of canceled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood avails for me. 
See, this is the comfort which the Lord granted us when He gave 
us His pure Word as the foundation of our faith and hope. Is not 
this a great thing? 

But besides having given us His pure Word and Sacrament, 
through which He kindled faith in our hearts, God has also done 
other great things for us. He enabled us to purchase this beautiful 
church in which His pure Word might be preached for the saving 
of souls. He made our hearts and hands willing to give. He gave 
us friends who had our cause at heart, friends who assisted us nobly 
and generously. And is not this a great thing that our small num- 
ber, during the past ten years, was enabled, not only to meet all 
current expenses of more than sixteen thousand dollars, but also to 
pay off over five thousand dollars on our church property? that our 
Ladies’ Aid Society was enabled to contribute over seventeen hun- 
dred dollars, and that our Sunday school was enabled to raise over 
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twenty five hundred dollars? I say, is not this a great thing which 
the Lord hath done for us? 

_ Again, is not this a great thing which the Lord hath done for 
us that He increased our membership in church and Sunday school? 
that our congregation has grown from 12 voting members to 40 vot- 
ing members, 150 communicants, 220 Sunday school scholars, and 
about 400 souls? Is not this a great thing that in this age of reli- 
gious indifference, lukewarmness, and latitudinarianism there still 
are men who earnestly desire to have the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth? Is not this a great thing that in a city 
where there are so many congregations that bear the Lutheran name, 
but are un-Lutheran in doctrine and practice, a truly Lutheran con- 
gregation like ours cannot only exist, but even grow and flourish? 
Is it not a great thing that the Lord has preserved us steadfast in 
true Lutheranism, so that we did not lower our standard and did 
not surrender the truth, but abode hard by it and deviated not a 
hair’s breadth from its teachings, though men mocked and sneered 
and laughed and called these things old-fashioned and antiquated ? 
Is it not a great thing that the banners of true Lutheranism which 
were set up here ten years ago are still, in spite of Satan, world, and 
flesh, unfurled to the winds—the banners which bear the inscription : 

God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure 

Shall to eternity endure! — 
the banners which display the motto: ‘‘The Word, the whole Word, 
and nothing but the Word!’’? O tell me, my brethren, are not 
these great things—things which we could not have done, aye, 
which no man could have done, but which the Lord could do and 
did do? Must we not therefore joyfully acknowledge, ‘‘The Lord 
hath done great things for us’’? 

Yea, the Lorp hath done these things for us; for though we 
planted and watered, it was the Lord who gave the increase; though 
we heard the Word and used the Sacraments, it was the Lord who 
through these means of grace kindled faith in our hearts and made 
us Christians; though we brought our money, it was the Lord who 
gave us the money and made us willing to contribute it; though we 
loved our church and sought her peace and prosperity, it was the 
Lord who established the work of our hands; though we helped to: 
build the walls of Zion and to rear her palaces and bulwarks, it was 
the Lord who gave us the strength and means with which to do it. 
‘Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it; 
except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.’’ 
Our joyful acknowledgment therefore to-day is: ‘‘The Lord hath 
done great things for us!’’ Yea, this is our honor, this is our glory: 
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The Lord hath done these things for us. Hence, ‘‘not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory!”’ 

He has done these things for us. And who are we? Are we 
better than others? Have we deserved what the Lord has done 
for us? Oh, no! no! a thousand times, no! We are but dust and 
ashes; we are no better than our fellow-men; we are not worthy of 
the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which the Lord has 
shown unto us. With the butler at Pharaoh’s court we say, ‘I re- 
member my faults this day.’? With the publican in the temple we 
dare not lift up so much as our eyes unto heaven, but smite upon 
our breast, and pray, ‘‘God be merciful to me, a sinner.’ With 
the prodigal we turn to God, and confess, ‘‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before Thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called Thy son.”? My brethren! our joyful acknowledgment, ‘‘The 
Lord hath done great things for us!” humbles us, and preserves us 
from self-confidence, self-praise, and self-exaltation. 

This, then, in the first place, is our joyful acknowledgment on 
our tenth anniversary: ‘“The Lord hath done great things for us!’’ 
In the second place, it is: ‘‘We are glad!”’ 


II. 


Our text reads: ‘‘The Lord hath done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad.’’? The Church of that time was glad, glad 
because of the great things that the Lord had done for it. And 
note, the text says, ‘‘ We are glad:’’ we, that is, all the members of 
the Church, old and young, rich and poor, pastor and people, the 
whole congregation. 

Even so we, my brethren, are glad, glad because of the great 
things that the Lord hath done forus. Weare glad; we, the pastor 
and teachers and officers of our church and Sunday school. We 
are glad, glad that the Lord hath deemed us worthy to labor in His 
cause, deemed us worthy to help in building up this church; and 
we will show our gladness by thanking God from the bottom of our 
hearts, by vowing to be more faithful, more diligent, more zealous 
in our work, and by trying, if at all possible, to establish a school 
in which our children may daily learn the Word of salvation. 

We are glad: we, that is, the children of our congregation. 
They are glad, glad that here they were cleansed from their sins by 
‘“the washing of regeneration,” that here in Baptism they were 
made children of God and heirs of heaven; and they will show 
their gladness by vowing to be more regular in their attendance at 
church and Sunday school, more diligent in learning God’s Word, 
more earnest in respecting their parents and teachers. 
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Weare glad; we, thatis, the young people of our congregation. 
They are glad because here on the day of their Confirmation they 
renewed their baptismal vow and were then again assured of God’s 
grace by the Word which said: ‘The mountains shall depart, and 
the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee.”’’ And our young people will show their 
gladness by daily renouncing the devil, and all his works, and all 
his pomp, by faithfully serving the Triune God according to His 
Word, and by loving the habitation of God’s house and the place 
where His honor dwelleth. 

We are glad; we, that is, the parents to whom God has en- 
trusted children. They are glad because here God has spread for 
them and their children such a rich table of His grace; and they 
will show their gladness by bringing up their children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, and by sending them regularly 
and punctually to church and school. 

Weare glad; we, thatis, the aged of our congregation, because 
here God has made them sure that there remaineth a rest to the 
people of God, that their true home is above where Jesus is, that 

God is their dear Father, 

The Friend who loves them most, 
and that therefore it is better to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord. And they will show their gladness by say- 
ing with Jacob of old: ‘‘I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lord !’’ 
by joining Simeon in saying: ‘‘Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation!’ by declar- 
ing with Paul: ‘I have a desire to depart, and to be with Christ.’’ 

We are glad; we, that is, they who are in sorrow and distress, 
in trouble and affliction, for here God has comforted them with His 
Word, so that they can now say with David: ‘‘It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted; that I might learn Thy statutes,’” and 
with Paul: ‘I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us;’’ and they will show their gladness by being patient in tribu- 
lation, by continuing instant in prayer, yea, by being exceeding 
joyful in all their tribulation. 

We are glad; we, that is, the friends of our congregation, who 
have our cause at heart, who desire to see immortal souls saved. 
They are glad because of the progress that we have made; they will 
say of us in the words of the Psalmist: ‘‘The Lord hath done great 
things for them!’’ and they will show their gladness by continuing 
to help us carry on our work to the glory of God and for the salva- 
tion of immortal souls. 
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We are glad; we, that is, the members of our congregation, 
old and young, rich and poor, pastor and people. We are glad, 
glad that the Lord hath done great things for us, glad that He hath 
helped us hitherto: and we will show our gladness by being more 
faithful and more zealous in our church-work, by giving more cheer- 
fully, by attending services more regularly, by communing more 
frequently ; by not becoming weary in well-doing, but by abounding 
in the work of the Lord; by praying more fervently for the peace and 
prosperity of our congregation; by all pulling together, and by all 
pulling one way, so that by united efforts we may accomplish great 
things. And though at times we may meet with disappointments and 
sorrow, this Psalm tells us: ‘“They that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”’ 

O, then, let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, the Lord hath 
done great things for us! Let us tune our hearts to sing our Say- 
ior’s praise! Let us be thankful unto Him, and bless His name! 
Let us bring an offering, and come into His courts! Let us trans- 
late our thanks-giving into thanks-living! Let each and every one 
of us vow: 

I would not work my soul to save, 
That work my Lord has done; 
But I will work like any slave 


For love of God’s dear Son! 


Let us say: -I love my Church, my dear old Church, 


My fathers’ and my own, 

On Prophets and Apostles built, 

And Christ the corner-stone! 

All else beside, by storm or tide, 

May yet be overthrown; 

But not my Church— my dear old Church— 
My fathers’ and my own! 


I love my Church, my dear old Church, 

My glory and my pride! 

Firm in the faith Immanuel taught, 

She holds no faith beside. 

Upon this Rock, ’gainst every shock, 

Though gates of hell assail, 

She stands secure, with promise sure, 
“They never shall prevail.’” 


Yea, let us say of our church what we say of the Church in- 
visible: 
Be mine through life to live in her, 
And when the Lord shall call, 
To die in her, the Spouse of Christ, 
The mother of us all. 


Amen. O. K. 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
Mark 8, 1—9. 


Is. 40, 11: ‘‘He shall feed His flock like a shepherd.’’ Comp. 
Ezek. 34, 13—15. 23.— Ps. 23. 


CHRIST FEEDS HIS FLOCK LIKE A SHEPHERD. 


I. With natural food. 

a. He provides food. (The story of the text.) a. He is the 
Creator of all things. He is the Word by which the plants and 
animals that feed and clothe us were spoken into existence. The 
fertility of our fields is due to His sustaining power. Our daily 
bread comes from Him. Gen. 1,11. Lev. 26,4. Ps.65,10; 104, 27; 
145,15. #. He is the Mediator through whose hands all gifts to us 
from the Giver of all good gifts must pass. The earth had been 
handed over to Adam; he lost it. It was then given to the second 
Adam, 1 Cor. 15, 48.—John 3, 35; 1,16. Ps. 8,8. 

b. He distributes food. (The story of the text.) He makes 
men His stewards, agents, purveyors. Is.58,7. Hebr. 13,16. Rom. 
12,13. 1 John 3, 17. 

c. He lays up food. (The story of the text.) Economy a divine 
injunction and divinely blessed, Deut. 28, 5: ‘‘Blessed shall be thy 
basket and thy store.’ Comp. v.17: ‘‘Cursed shall be,’’ etc. 

II. With spiritual food. 

a. He provides food. (The story of the text.) Comp. His dis- 
course after feeding the five thousand, John 6, 26 ff. The Christ of 
the Gospel and the Sacraments is the Bread of Life in the desert of 
this world, Luke 14,16. Ps. 19, 11. 

b. He distributes food. He made His disciples preachers. In- 
stitution of the Christian ministry, through which the souls of men 
are still fed, Luke 10, 16. 1 Thess. 2, 13. 

c. He lays up food. The devotional writings of our forefathers, 
prayer-books, hymn-books, postils, learned treatises, all the ripe 
fruits of devout Christian study = the twelve baskets of broken meat. 
In times of drought these fragments have fed many a heart. — Let 
us cherish Christian art and letters, and foster Christian schools, be- 
cause through them the Gospel is preserved to us! D. 
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Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
Marr. 7, 15—23. 


2Tim. 3,8. The fatal illusions which the false prophets worked 
upon the minds of the Egyptians are recorded Ex. 8. 


MARKS OF FALSE PROPHETS. 


I. They have no divine call. 

a. ‘‘Which come unto you,’’ v. 15, viz., by their own choice, un- 
called and uncommissioned, Jer. 23, 21. 31.32; 27, 15. 

b. ‘‘Ravening wolves,’’ v.15. People do not summon wolves 
to visit them. Comp. John 10, 8: ‘‘thieves and robbers,’’ which 
also come unbidden. 

ce. ‘‘Thorns and thistles,’’ v. 16; as these grow up spontane- 
ously and much against our will, so the false teachers are among 
us, before we had an inkling of their coming, and they make their 
appearance only to vex us. 

d. On the contrary, the true teachers of the Church are ‘‘am- 
bassadörs,’’ 2 Cor. 5, 20; ‘‘ministers and stewards,’’ 1 Cor. 4, 1; 
“‘soldiers,’’ 2 Tim. 2,3. They are sent, appointed, commissioned 
by, and serve a well-known Lord, Master, and Captain. 

II. They disguise their purpose. 

a. Their ‘‘sheep’s clothing.’’ «a. They imitate the called min- 
isters of Christ in their outward bearing, attire, etc. Comp. John 
the Baptist, Zech. 18, 4. Hebr. 11, 37. 2 Cor. 11,13. (TERTULLIAN: 
‘‘Quaenam sunt istae pelles ovium, nisi nominis Christiani extrin- 
secus superficies?’’) #. They make a specious use of Scripture, 
v.21. Their language may be orthodox, while their meaning is 
heretical. 7. They make a pretense of piety, v. 22. 


b. Their wolfish mind. «a. They are like wolves in their cun- 


ning: they devise many artful schemes to ensnare faithful souls; 
&. in their ravenousness: they destroy Scripture truths with a wan- 
ton disregard of the outcries of Christians against their proceeding; 
they assail the person and office of Christ with wolfish vehemence 
and persistency; they abolish Christian ordinances; they quench 
the spirit of charity. 

III. The final results of their teachings are evil. 

a. V.16—19. The fruit reveals the character of the tree, and 
by that the tree is judged, not by its stately aspect, ample foliage, 
gaudy flowers, etc. The true usefulness of a preacher or minister 
lies not in his learning, eloquence, captivating manners, not even in 
his external piety, but in his teaching, 1 Pet. 4, 11. 

b. Evil fruits are noxious; the tree that bears them is a public 
nuisance; it should be removed, in order that the unwary or igno- 
rant may not be tempted to eat of its poisonous fruit, or rest in its 
shade. False teachers by their preaching obscure the truth and the 
glory of the divine Word, rob hearts of true comfort against the an- 
guish of sin, the terrors of the Law, the fear of death and the judg- 
ment; they dampen the fervor of true Christian devotion, and slacken 
the zeal for genuine piety. Hence, they are ‘‘thorns and thistles ;”’ 
hence, they are finally told: ‘‘Depart from me,” etc. D. 


